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Defire your Sentiments upon the Char ser 
the Reverend Mr. Norris gives of Mal- 
branches Search after Truth ( the firft 
Holume of wiich is lately Publifhed in London, in O&tavo) 
inp. 118. Of bis book, called Spiritual Counfel, or the 
Fathers Advice to his Children. 

Anim. Asto the Account Mr. Norris gives of Mal- 
branches Search after Truth, (as we formerly told the 
World) we think it to be nothing above what that great 
Author deferves. But we fhall not pretend to offer 
our Sentiments, turther, after fo great a Judge of Mal- 
branches performance, as Mr. Norris is concluded to be 
by all Men, but fhall rather (once more) give you Vere 
batim, his own Words concerning it, which in P. 118, 
119,120, 121. areas follows, viz. * But if you would 
‘have a general Inftrument of Knowledge, an univerfal 
“Key, a Book that will throughly regulate, order, and 
¢form your Underftandings, and teach you how to ufe 
‘your Intellectual Powers for the avoiding of Error ; 
‘and conduét you in the Search of Truth, a Search al- 
¢ moft as Unfuccefsful as that of Aappinefs) that will in- 
¢ ftruét you in the moft Fundarhental Theories, and pre- 
pare you for all that is further intelligible, that will 
¢ purifie and refine your Minds, and brighten, clear up 
‘and inlarge your thoughts; that will rid you of all 
‘your Prejudices and Sentible Prepoffeffions, give you 
‘clear and diftinét Idea’s of things, and furnifh you 
‘with true and folid Principles of Science, and with the 
*moft neceflary and important Conclufions. In fine, 
“Jf you would have a Book that is alonea Library, and 
an ever-rifing and flowing Spring of Knowledge, 
* that ought never tobe out of your Hands,but always to 
“be Read, Studied,dwelt and fed upon till it be digefted, 
“made your own, and Converted as it were into the 
‘very Subftance of your Souls, let me recommend to 
‘vou Malbranches Search after Truth, a Book (tho for 
‘fome confiderable while extant) but little known, and 
‘ who worth is lefS underftood, which the fal/ly Learned 
‘ hate,becaufe they cannot endure itsZight,and yet of fuch 
‘excellent and univerfal Ufe, that ‘tis great pity any Stu- 
‘dy fheuld be without it, or any Perfon ignorant of it, 
* that is capable of underftanding it: For indeed,to {peak 
* out freely what I think (tho it be a more nice and ha- 
‘zardous thing to give Charaéters of Books than of 
‘Men) I take it to be upon all accounts one of the beft 
* Books that is in the World ; and that of all humane 
*Compofures, there is none that does better ferve the 
‘Interefts of Truth, and of true Religion. Thus far 
Mr. Norris. This Book, which he has thus highly re- 
commended to the World, is now done into Englifh from 
the Paris 4th Edition, by Mr. Saut, Author of the New 
Treatife of Aleebra; And has given fuch great fa- 
tisfaétion to the World, as to encourage the Underta- 
kers to a fpeedy Publication of the Second Volume ; to 
which will be added feveral Pieces of Malbranche’s, that 
were committed to the Care of a particular Friend, 
end never yet Printed. 
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Oueft. 2. Gentlemen, I have here a fad thing to write to 
yu, about that which I may be afhamed fhould be known, but 
/vannot keep it longer in iay own breaft. It was my hard 
fortune fome time paft, by the Temptation of Mony, and the 
Perfmifion of an unjuft Lawyer, to Forfware my felf upon 4 
Tryal between Party and Party; and there were three more 
Fai? witnef{>s with me + we four did Swear anHoneft Ger- 
tleman out of 2 very confiderable Eftate, but fince the doing 
6; tt, I have been fo much Tormented in my Mind, that I 
exinot Reft day or night : 1 bave been at the other three that 
tere concerned in the Perjury as well as my felf, for the 
Reveiing of ir, but I cannos prevail with them te do it, 
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shey being afraid of the Punifhment of the Law: I would de- 
fire you t0 give me direPions bow pA reveal it my felf, 
and what | muft do to obtain Mercy and Forgivene{s of God 
for the Committing fo great a Sin, I mould allo defire yom, 
to lay down the Henioujnc/s of the Sin in your Mercury, jince 
is may cause thofe that were concerned with me to Repent, a6 
mell as orbers 5 Jor | am not farisfied, that there are no) ore 
of Robbers that do fo great harm to our Nation, both for Life 
and Eftate. Pray let mc beve your Anfwer with all {peed ab 
you can, for I fhall not reft till I fee wbat comfort you cam 
seed me. Nothing more fiom you gxyumble Servant ume 
nN. 

Anfw. AC te agree Knigh + j the Ayn Cm ihe 
firft of his Trade, ’tisto be feared, that has come to Re- 
pentance. However he ought to be encouraged, tho 
there's little hopes the Prefident fhould be much follow- 
ed among ‘em. Efpecially when a Lawdid not pai, 
to make Perjury Death, or at leaftto punith it with Lex 
Talionts, and a perpetual and more notorious Jnfamy 
than what’s already appointed, where only the poor 
Ears muft fuffer for the Faults of the Tongue, tho they 
can be punifhed but once, while the t’other little member 
every new Court-Day is fit for new mifchief. And here, 
let it look never fo umtannerly, we can't forbear our 
complaints, tho it’s a very difobliging Truth we are 
about to publifh. Where’sthe ancient Honour and Hoe 
nefty of theEnglif: ? Or sf ‘cwould be uncivil to ask 
fuch a Queflion, we fhan't mend the matter by complain- 
ing ; our Country feems to have as little #1 left, as ei- 
ther of the other. We are grown almoft a Nation of 
Cheats, and which is worft of all, men won’t Cheat upon 
the Square ; one engrofies more Knavery than his Neigb- 
bour, for if it went round equally, there would be no- 
thing loft. 

TheSparks talk much of Priefts Cheating the World 
being extreamly affraid they fhould be faved againft 
their wills, and concern’d, it feems, leaft the Clergy 
intermeddle with forne Lay-matters,as Cheating and Ly- 
ing. How many Merchants, for Example, are there in 
England, let ’em call themfelves never {0 Loyal, or 
Religious who make any Scruple at all of Cheating the 
King, only as much as they are able. To fay nothing 
of Officers, becaule ’tis now grown part of their perqui~ 
fites? How many Tradefmen that have no other Confci- 
ence, than that modeft equitable Rule, of getting as much 
as they can fortheir Goods ? Well, but ftill ifa man be 
injur'd, the Law isopen: Yes; And {0 is a Lottery, but 
the mifchief on’t is, that there’s many Blanks in’t 
to onePrize, ourCourts of Fuftice were formerly ina fine 
condition when even a Fefferys could reform them. 
This Digreffion, but too much to the purpofe, has been 
extorted from us by the increafe of notorious Cheats 
and Villanys in every Corner. Now to the matter before 
us. This Querift, who appears > much in earneft, 
that we hope lives a true penitent, and will make an bo- 
neft Bide Ac us to prove the greatnefs of the Crime of 
Perjury, to fhow him how he may obtain forgivene/s for 
it,and how he may make known what he himfelf has 
been guilty of, that the injured Gent. may have right, 
which there’sthe more difficulty in doing, becaufe the 
others who were concern’d refufe to joyu with hia 
in it. 

For the Crime it felf, it’s one of the higheft that can 
be committed either againft God or man. The broadeft 
affront to heaven, invocating énfinite Knowledge, Fuftice, 
and Truth, to the witnefs ofa pernicious Lie, and doing 
asmuchasis poffible to make Heaven it felf a party in 
the ruines ofthe Jnnocent, Towards man, as the Querift 
has already well obferved, ’tis the worft of Robberys, be- 
cawfe therc’s no Fence againft it, no way to avoid 
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direéted, you may hope God will forgive you, but ne re 
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ginal Papers. Price bound 6 s. Prinzed jor John Dentes 
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